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SUMMARY 

 

     This is the story of an Intruder. He entered the house of a playwright. He, however, did not 

know that the owner of the house was a playwright. He only knew him as Gerrard. He had thought 

that he was a mystery man, lived in the wilds of Essex, did not meet people and gave his orders by 

phone. The intruder was a criminal who was being chased by the police. He thought he resembled 

Gerrard so he had planned to kill Gerrard and live in that cottage himself. Gerrard was preparing to 

leave his house for a dress rehearsal. He had prepared his bag with props for the drama.  

     The Intruder threatened to kill Gerrard and told him that he intended to live in his house as 

Gerrard since he looked like him. He even learnt to imitate Gerrard’s voice. The Intruder was about 

to shoot Gerard. Then Gerrard warned him to be careful and not to kill him that he too was a 

criminal and a murder, so the police would anyway hang him  if not as himself then as Gerrard. 

Hearing this, the Intruder began to think. This was an opportunity for Gerrard to act. He asked the 

Intruder to run with him in his car to reach a safer place as the police were about to come there 

soon. He opened a door which was, in fact, a cupboard. The Intruder looked in to see what it was.  

     Just then, Gerrard gave him a push. The revolver fell as the Intruder stepped into the cupboard. 

Gerrard shut the door and picked up the revolver. The he telephoned to call the police to arrest 

the Intruder. 

I. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1.“At last a sympathetic audience.” 

a) Who says this? 

b) Why does he say it? 

c) Is he sarcastic or serious? 

d) Who is the author? 

2. Sorry I can‟t let you have the props in time for rehearsal, I‟ve had a spot of bother – quite 

amusing. I think I‟ll put it in my next play.  
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a)Why could the speaker not return the props in time ? 

b) „Props‟ mean ____________  

c) What was amusing for the speaker? 

d) Find a word form the passage which means „the practice of a drama‟.  

 

3. This is your big surprise. I said you wouldn‟t kill me and I was right. Why do you think I am here 

today and gone tomorrow, never see tradespeople? You say my habits suit you. You are a crook 

…… 

a) Who is the speaker here ? Who is he talking to? 

b) What reason does Gerrard give for living there? 

c) Who are „I‟ and „you‟ in the passage? 

d) Find the word from the passage which means the same as „cunning‟.  

 

4. For God‟s sake clear that muddled head of yours and let‟s go. Come with me in the car. I can use 

you. If you find it‟s a frame, you‟ve got me in the car, and you‟ve still got your gun.  

a) Who is speaking these lines and to whom? 

b) What harm can the other person do to the speaker? 

c) The narrator offers the intruder to come with him in ___________ .  

d) Find a word in the passage which means „confused‟.  

 

II. Answer the following questions in 30 -40 words : 

 1. Who is the Intruder and what kind of a man is he? Why does he enter Gerrard‟s house? 

 2. What does Gerrard tell about his life when the Intruder asks him to sit down and have a nice 

talk? 

 3. Why does the Intruder want to kill Gerrard? 

 4. How does Gerrard outsmart the Intruder? 

 

III. Answer the following questions in 100- 120 words: 

 1. Why did the Intruder break into Gerard‟s cottage?  

 


